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            The following questions should provide you with some revision material  and also indicate what reading you need to  do.

     
1. What is     
 an entity

                   

 an attribute

                    

 a relation

    
 2. Name three advantages and 3 disadvantages associated with database 
                     processing


3. What is a database management system

                What features does it offer the user / management


4. What is meant by the term relationship


5. What is security. Why is it important in database processing. Is it important in                other types of  processing


6. What other types of processing are there


7. What is meant by 'data independence' - independence  from what ?


8. What is a 'database failure' - it is likely to be more serious than other forms of 
     processing failure ? 


9. What are some of the lesser advantages of the relation database model


10. What is a database model


11. What is meant by the term structure. Name a structure you have included                      or will include in your assignment


12. What is a 'tree structure'. What does it generally  show


13. What is the purpose of a view.  How is the data revealed in a view. How is it 
      kept up  to date


14. How is data in a database kept up to date


15. What is meant by the term integrity. Why is it necessary in database 

      systems.  Name one form of integrity in the data definition of an attribute set


16. What is a data type. Why are there so many of them. 

                 Are there any  differences in the data types available in Microsoft Access                        and other database management systems?   What difficulties could this                           create ?


17. What does an Entity Relationship diagram model disclose ?   


18. How does it do this ?  How is the model reflected in the working database


19. What are user or business rules - describe one  instance in your model of a 
      business rule


20. How does the business rule become part of the  database system


21. What happens if the rule is changed - Why would the rule be changed. Is a 
      rule in your model likely to  be changed. What would cause this ?


22. What is the meaning of a One to Many relationship


23. What inference does this have on either

                    (a) database design      or (b) database content


24. What is the purpose of 'normalisation'


25. Why is it important - give an example of 'problems'   if normalisation were 
                       not used in database design.


26. What is a determinant - what is a dependency


27. What is a 'multivalued dependency' - give an example


28. When would the presence of an MVD be noticed - by whom ?


29. How could a user rule affect the content of data in a database


30. What is a data structure - where does this fit in to the database design 
                       considerations


31. Are all values of attributes 'allowables' in actual   data occurrences - (i.e. 
                        instances )  Where would any exclusions or limitations arise


32. Name 3 levels of normalisation and give a brief  example of each. What                           form(s) is/are the basis for database design.


33. How would you accommodate a situation such as

                  PERSON--->CLASSIFICATION--->SALARY--->REGIONS

                 What would this indicate ?


34. In the example above, is it possible to have any limitations on attribute 
                       values. How could the database reflect this situation.

