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You will find these are very useful during an Oracle session.

1.  Show user;    - this confirms the user name as an active user

2. Select table_name from user_tables;  Output is a list of tables 

                            which the  logged in user owns.

(a variation to this is   select table_name from user_tables where table_name like ‘X%’   - watch the capitalisation.)

3. Select * from tab;  output similar to that from (2)

4. Select * from cat;  provides a list of objects which the user owns. (tables,  

                                        views, sequences, snapshots,  …..

5. Select * from user_sys_privs;  shows the privileges for the current user

6. Select * from global_name;  Identifies the database to which the user is  

                                                           currently connected

7. Select * from user_ts_quotas;  Similar to (5)

8. Describe (object name);  This will provide the names, datatypes, sizes 

                                and null/not null.  It will not reveal Primary Key(s), check                

                                constraints, or the statement used to create the object.

9.  Show all;  Lists the current client environment. Normally a ‘show feature’ such as show user;   will give the current status of the object.

10. Set (environment variable);  set linesize 100  sets the linesize to 100.

‘Set autocommit on;’   sets the Commit feature to active for the current  session

In addition there are a number of ‘pseudo columns’ which can be displayed. 

These are RowID, RowNum, SysDate, UID, User

A typical query would be

Select   attribute1, attribute2, RowID, SysDate, RowNum, User

From (tablename)  either with or without conditions ;

Some of these (UID, User) may not be available on the Oracle sessions.

These are system catalogue commands.  When you developed the 2 table referential integrity exercise, there were some other System Catalogue commands (and content) which you may have been able to access.

