CSE3180 Principles of Database Systems

Some Helpful Terms in ER Modelling

1. An entity type is a group of objects with the same properties, which are identifiable by the enterprise as having an independent existence. An entity occurrence is a uniquely identifiable object of an entity type

2. A relationship type is a set of meaningful associations among entity types. A relationship occurrence is a uniquely identifiable association, which includes one occurrence from each participating entity type

3. The degree of a relationship type is the number of participating entity types in a relationship

4. A recursive relationship is a relationship type where the same entity type participates more than once in different roles

5. An attribute is a property of an entity or a relationship type

6. An attribute domain is the set of allowable values for one or more attributes

7. A simple attribute is composed of a single component with an independent existence

8. A composite attribute is composed of multiple components each with an independent existence

9. A single-valued attribute holds a single value for each occurrence of an entity type

